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The Hero of Italy examines a salient episode in Italy's Thirty Years' War with Spain and France, whereby the
young duke Odoardo Farnese of Parma embraced the French alliance, only to experience defeat and
occupation after two tumultuous years (1635-1637). Gregory Hanlon stresses the narrative of events
unfolding in northern Italy, examining the participation of the little state in these epic European events.

The first chapter describes the constitution of Cardinal Richelieu's anti-Habsburg alliance and Odoardo's
eagerness to be part of it. A chapter on the Parman professional army, based on an extraordinary collection
of company roster-books, sheds light on the identity of over 13,000 individuals, soldier by soldier, the origin
and background of their officers, the conditions of their lodgings, and the good state of their equipment.
Chapter three follows the first campaign of 1635 alongside French
and Savoyard contingents at the failed siege of Valenza, and the logistical difficulties of organizing such
large-scale operations. Another chapter examines the financial expedients the duchy adopted to fend off
incursions on all its borders in 1636, and how militia contingents on both sides were
drawn into the fighting. A final chapter relates the Spanish invasion and occupation which forced duke
Odoardo to make a separate peace. The volume includes a detailed assessment of the impact of war on
civilians based on parish registers for city and country. The application of the laws of war was largely
nullified by widespread starvation, disease and routine sex-selective infanticide. These quantitative analyses,
supported by maps and tables, are among the most detailed anywhere in Europe in
the era of the Thirty Years' War.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

The book The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the Thirty
Years' War can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers,
and his Subjects in the Thirty Years' War? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the Thirty Years'
War has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

David Hernandez:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Hero of Italy: Odoardo
Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the Thirty Years' War book because book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Carol Ton:

The reserve untitled The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in
the Thirty Years' War is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Hero
of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the Thirty Years' War from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Johnny Abel:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Hero of Italy: Odoardo Farnese, Duke of Parma, his Soldiers, and his Subjects in the



Thirty Years' War when you needed it?
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