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If all politics is local, then so is almost everything else, argues sociologist Gary Alan Fine. We organize our
lives by relying on those closest to us—family members, friends, work colleagues, team mates, and other
intimates—to create meaning and order. In this thoughtful and wide-ranging book, Fine argues that the basic
building blocks of society itself are forged within the boundaries of such small groups, the "tiny publics"
necessary for a robust, functioning social order at all levels. Action, meaning, authority, inequality,
organization, and institutions all have their roots in small groups. Yet for the past twenty-five years social
scientists have tended to ignore the power of groups in favor of an emphasis on organizations, societies, or
individuals. Based on over thirty-five years of Fine's own ethnographic research across an array of small
groups, Tiny Publics presents a compelling new theory of the pivotal role of small groups in organizing
social life.

No social system can thrive without flourishing small groups. They provide havens in an impersonal world,
where faceless organizations become humanized. Taking examples from such diverse worlds as Little
League baseball teams, restaurant workers, high school debate teams, weather forecasters, and political
volunteers, Fine demonstrates how each group has its own unique culture, or idioculture—the system of
knowledge, beliefs, behavior, and customs that define and hold a group together. With their dense network of
relationships, groups serve as important sources of social and cultural capital for their members. The
apparently innocuous jokes, rituals, and nicknames prevalent within Little League baseball teams help
establish how teams function internally and how they compete with other teams. Small groups also provide a
platform for their members to engage in broader social discourse and a supportive environment to begin
effecting change in larger institutions. In his studies of mushroom collectors and high school debate teams,
Fine demonstrates the importance of stories that group members tell each other about their successes and
frustrations in fostering a strong sense of social cohesion. And Fine shows how the personal commitment
political volunteers bring to their efforts is reinforced by the close-knit nature of their work, which in turn
has the power to change larger groups and institutions. In this way, the actions and debates begun in small
groups can eventually radiate outward to affect every level of society.

Fine convincingly demonstrates how small groups provide fertile ground for the seeds of civic engagement.
Outcomes often attributed to large-scale social forces originate within such small-scale domains. Employing
rich insights from both sociology and social psychology, as well as vivid examples from a revealing array of
real-work groups, Tiny Publics provides a compelling examination of the importance of small groups and of
the rich vitality they bring to social life.

A Volume in the Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Tiny Publics: A Theory of Group Action and Culture (The Russell Sage
Foundation Series on Trust).

John Harris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Tiny Publics: A Theory of Group Action and Culture (The Russell
Sage Foundation Series on Trust) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Armando McFarland:

This Tiny Publics: A Theory of Group Action and Culture (The Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust) is
new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in
reading this Tiny Publics: A Theory of Group Action and Culture (The Russell Sage Foundation Series on
Trust) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
along with knowledge.

David Thompson:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books



in the top list in your reading list is definitely Tiny Publics: A Theory of Group Action and Culture (The
Russell Sage Foundation Series on Trust). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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