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What constitutes a need? Who gets to decide what people do or do not need? In modern France, scientists,
both amateur and professional, were engaged in defining and measuring human needs. These scientists did
not trust in a providential economy to distribute the fruits of labor and uphold the social order. Rather, they
believed that social organization should be actively directed according to scientific principles. They
grounded their study of human needs on quantifiable foundations: agricultural and physiological
experiments, demographic studies, and statistics.

The result was the concept of the "vital minimum"--the living wage, a measure of physical and social needs.
In this book, Dana Simmons traces the history of this concept, revealing the intersections between
technologies of measurement, such as calorimeters and social surveys, and technologies of wages and
welfare, such as minimum wages, poor aid, and welfare programs. In looking at how we define and measure
need, Vital Minimum raises profound questions about the authority of nature and the nature of inequality.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

This book untitled Vital Minimum: Need, Science, and Politics in Modern France to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Brett Baker:

The actual book Vital Minimum: Need, Science, and Politics in Modern France will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Vital Minimum: Need, Science, and Politics in
Modern France is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Fanny Rutledge:

Vital Minimum: Need, Science, and Politics in Modern France can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Vital Minimum: Need, Science, and Politics in Modern France nevertheless doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among
it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Tabitha Devore:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Vital Minimum: Need, Science, and Politics in Modern France why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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