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Sexual desire has long played a key role in Western judgments about the value of Arab civilization. In the
past, Westerners viewed the Arab world as licentious, and Western intolerance of sex led them to brand
Arabs as decadent; but as Western society became more sexually open, the supposedly prudish Arabs soon
became viewed as backward. Rather than focusing exclusively on how these views developed in the West, in
Desiring Arabs Joseph A. Massad reveals the history of how Arabs represented their own sexual desires. To
this aim, he assembles a massive and diverse compendium of Arabic writing from the nineteenth century to
the present in order to chart the changes in Arab sexual attitudes and their links to Arab notions of cultural
heritage and civilization.

           

A work of impressive scope and erudition, Massad’s chronicle of both the history and modern permutations
of the debate over representations of sexual desires and practices in the Arab world is a crucial addition to
our understanding of a frequently oversimplified and vilified culture.

 

“A pioneering work on a very timely yet frustratingly neglected topic. . . . I know of no other study that can
even begin to compare with the detail and scope of [this] work.”—Khaled El-Rouayheb, Middle East Report

 

“In Desiring Arabs, [Edward] Said’s disciple Joseph A. Massad corroborates his mentor’s thesis that
orientalist writing was racist and dehumanizing. . . . [Massad] brilliantly goes on to trace the legacy of this
racist, internalized, orientalist discourse up to the present.”—Financial Times
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From reader reviews:

Frances Temple:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you get
it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
throughout you if you take Desiring Arabs as your daily resource information.

Matthew Ramey:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Desiring Arabs it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.

Angela Latham:

Exactly why? Because this Desiring Arabs is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Bruce Hensley:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Desiring Arabs can be the response,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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