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Es’kia Mphahlele’s seminal memoir of life in apartheid South Africa—available for the first time in
Penguin Classics

Nominated for the Nobel Prize in 1969, Es’kia Mphahlele is considered the Dean of African Letters and the
father of black South African writing. Down Second Avenue is a landmark book that describes Mphahlele’s
experience growing up in segregated South Africa. Vivid, graceful, and unapologetic, it details a daily life of
severe poverty and brutal police surveillance under the subjugation of an apartheid regime. Banned in South
Africa after its original 1959 publication for its protest against apartheid, Down Second Avenue is a
foundational work of literature that continues to inspire activists today.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Depriest:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Down Second Avenue (Penguin Classics) will
make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Robert Tyson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be
option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication
that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Down Second Avenue
(Penguin Classics) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Amanda Lara:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Down Second Avenue (Penguin Classics) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get prior to. The Down Second Avenue (Penguin Classics) giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Dora Champagne:

Down Second Avenue (Penguin Classics) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Down Second Avenue (Penguin
Classics) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial considering.
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