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Often referred to as a proto-feminist, early modern English philosopher and rhetorician Mary Astell was a
pious supporter of monarchy who wrote about gender equality at a time when society tightly constrained
female agency. This diverse collection of essays situates her ideas in feminist, historical, and philosophical
contexts.

Focusing on Astell’s work and thought, this book explores the degree to which she can be considered a
“feminist” in light of her adherence to Cartesianism, Christian theology, and Tory politics. The contributors
explore the philosophical underpinnings of Astell’s outspoken advocacy for the autonomy and education of
women; examine the intricacies underlying her theories of power, community, and female resistance to
unlawful authority; and reveal the similarities between her own philosophy of gender and sexual politics and
feminist theorizing today.

A broad-ranging look at one of the most important female writers of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, this volume will be especially valuable to students and scholars of feminist history and philosophy
and the early modern era.

Aside from the editors, the contributors are Kathleen A. Ahearn, Jacqueline Broad, Karen Detlefsen, Susan
Paterson Glover, Marcy P. Lascano, Elisabeth Hedrick Moser, Christine Mason Sutherland, and Nancy
Tuana.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

The ability that you get from Feminist Interpretations of Mary Astell (Re-Reading the Canon) is the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Feminist Interpretations of Mary Astell (Re-Reading the
Canon) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Feminist
Interpretations of Mary Astell (Re-Reading the Canon) instantly.

Dorothy Pierce:

This Feminist Interpretations of Mary Astell (Re-Reading the Canon) is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Feminist Interpretations of Mary Astell (Re-Reading the Canon) in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten
or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Delores Keener:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Feminist
Interpretations of Mary Astell (Re-Reading the Canon) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.

Regina Hash:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Feminist Interpretations of Mary Astell
(Re-Reading the Canon) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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