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Julia Adeney Thomas turns the concept of nature into a powerful analytical lens through which to view
Japanese modernity, bringing the study of both Japanese history and political modernity to a new level of
clarity. She shows that nature necessarily functions as a political concept and that changing ideas of nature's
political authority were central during Japan's transformation from a semifeudal world to an industrializing
colonial empire. In political documents from the nineteenth to the early twentieth century, nature was
redefined, moving from the universal, spatial concept of the Tokugawa period, through temporal, social
Darwinian ideas of inevitable progress and competitive struggle, to a celebration of Japan as a nation
uniquely in harmony with nature. The so-called traditional "Japanese love of nature" masks modern state
power.

Thomas's theoretically sophisticated study rejects the supposition that modernity is the ideological antithesis
of nature, overcoming the determinism of the physical environment through technology and liberating
denatured subjects from the chains of biology and tradition. In making "nature" available as a critical term
for political analysis, this book yields new insights into prewar Japan's failure to achieve liberal democracy,
as well as an alternative means of understanding modernity and the position of non-Western nations within
it.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Graham:

The e-book with title Reconfiguring Modernity: Concepts of Nature in Japanese Political Ideology
(Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) posesses a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Anna Williams:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Reconfiguring Modernity: Concepts of Nature in
Japanese Political Ideology (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Reconfiguring Modernity: Concepts of Nature in
Japanese Political Ideology (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Robert Goddard:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Reconfiguring Modernity: Concepts of Nature in Japanese Political Ideology
(Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World Power) can make you truly feel more interested to
read.

Tammy Kovar:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Reconfiguring Modernity:
Concepts of Nature in Japanese Political Ideology (Twentieth Century Japan: The Emergence of a World



Power).
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