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At the origins of the major religious traditions one typically finds a seminal figure. Names such as Jesus,
Muhammad, Confucius, and Moses are well known, yet their status as "founders" has not gone uncontested.
Does Paul deserve the credit for founding Christianity? Is Laozi the father of Daoism, or should that title
belong to Zhuangzi? What is at stake, if anything, in debates about the historical Buddha? What assumptions
are implicit in the claim that Hinduism is a religion without a founder? The essays in Varieties of Religious
Invention do not attempt to settle these perennial arguments. Rather, they consider the subtexts of such
debates as an exercise in comparative religion: Who engages in them? To whom do they matter, and when?
To what extent are origins thought to define the essence of a religion? When is development in a religious
tradition perceived as deviation from its roots? In what ways do arguments about founders serve as proxies
for broader cultural, theological, political, or ideological questions? What do they reveal about the ways in
which the past is remembered and authority negotiated?

Surveying the landscape shaped by these questions within each tradition, the authors provide insights and
novel perspectives about the individual religions, and about the study of world religions more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Gaston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Varieties of Religious Invention: Founders and Their Functions in
History. Try to make book Varieties of Religious Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Emilio Lutz:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Varieties of
Religious Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Zachary Connors:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book Varieties of Religious Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place
to other place.

Marylou Beauregard:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Varieties of Religious Invention: Founders and Their Functions in History
when you desired it?
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