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The Ethereal Aether is a historical narrative of one of the great experiments in modern physical science. The
fame of the 1887 Michelson-Morley aether-drift test on the relative motion of the earth and the luminiferous
aether derives largely from the role it is popularly supposed to have played in the origins, and later in the
justification, of Albert Einstein’s first theory of relativity; its importance is its own.

As a case history of the intermittent performance of an experiment in physical optics from 1880 to 1930 and
of the men whose work it was, this study describes chronologically the conception, experimental design, first
trials, repetitions, influence on physical theory, and eventual climax of the optical experiment. Michelson,
Morley, and their colleague Miller were the prime actors in this half-century drama of confrontation between
experimental and theoretical physics.

The issue concerned the relative motion of “Spaceship Earth” and the Universe, as measured against the
background of a luminiferous medium supposedly filling all interstellar space. At stake, it seemed, were the
phenomena of astronomical aberration, the wave theory of light, and the Newtonian concepts of absolute
space and time.

James Clerk Maxwell’s suggestion for a test of his electromagnetic theory was translated by Michelson into
an experimental design in 1881, redesigned and reaffirmed as a null result with Morley in 1887, thereafter
modified and partially repeated by Morley and Miller, finally completed in 1926 by Miller alone, then by
Michelson’s team again in the late 1920s.

Meanwhile Helmholtz, Kelvin, Rayleigh, FitzGerald, Lodge, Larmor, Lorentz, and Poincaré—most of the
great names in theoretical physics at the turn of the twentieth century—had wrestled with the anomaly
presented by Michelson’s experiment. As the relativity and quantum theories matured, wave-particle duality
was accepted by a new generation of physicists. The aether-drift tests disproved the old and verified the new
theories of light and electromagnetism. By 1930 they seemed to explain Einstein, relativity, and space-time.
But in historical fact, the aether died only with its believers.
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From reader reviews:

Daisy Richardson:

The knowledge that you get from The Ethereal Aether: A History of the Michelson-Morley-Miller Aether-
drift Experiments, 1880-1930 is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more
you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Ethereal Aether: A
History of the Michelson-Morley-Miller Aether-drift Experiments, 1880-1930 giving you excitement feeling
of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this The Ethereal Aether: A History of the Michelson-Morley-
Miller Aether-drift Experiments, 1880-1930 instantly.

Rachel Glidewell:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Ethereal Aether: A History of the Michelson-Morley-Miller Aether-drift Experiments, 1880-
1930 your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become
one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The The Ethereal
Aether: A History of the Michelson-Morley-Miller Aether-drift Experiments, 1880-1930 giving you a
different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Heather Vazquez:

Beside this kind of The Ethereal Aether: A History of the Michelson-Morley-Miller Aether-drift
Experiments, 1880-1930 in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Ethereal Aether: A
History of the Michelson-Morley-Miller Aether-drift Experiments, 1880-1930 because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it
from now!

Gloria Todd:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are



more precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
Among the books in the top collection in your reading list is actually The Ethereal Aether: A History of the
Michelson-Morley-Miller Aether-drift Experiments, 1880-1930. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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