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If the Southwest is known for its distinctive regional culture, it is not only the indigenous influences that
make it so. As Anglo Americans moved into the territories of the greater Southwest, they brought with them
a desire to reestablish the highest culture of their former homes: opera, painting, sculpture, architecture, and
literature. But their inherited culture was altered, challenged, and reshaped by Native American and Hispanic
peoples, and a new, vibrant cultural life resulted. From Houston to Los Angeles, from Tulsa to Tucson, Keith
L. Bryant traces the development of "high culture" in the Southwest.

Humans create culture, but in the Southwest, Bryant argues, the land itself has also influenced that creation.
"Incredible light, natural grandeur, . . . and a geography at once beautiful and yet brutal molded societies that
sprang from unique cultural sources." The peoples of the American Southwest share a regional
consciousness—an experience of place—that has helped to create a unified, but not homogenized,
Southwestern culture.

Bryant also examines a paradox of Southwestern cultural life. Southwesterners take pride in their cultural
distinctiveness, yet they struggled to win recognition for their achievements in "high culture." A dynamic
tension between those seeking to re-create a Western European culture and those desiring one based on
regional themes and resources continues to stimulate creativity.

Decade by decade and city by city, Bryant charts the growth of cultural institutions and patronage as he
describes the contributions of artists and performers and of the elites who support them. Bryant focuses on
the significant role women played as leaders in the formation of cultural institutions and as writers, artists,
and musicians. The text is enhanced by more than fifty photographs depicting the interplay between the
people and the land and the culture that has resulted.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Culture in the American Southwest:
The Earth, the Sky, the People (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Richard Haley:

The book Culture in the American Southwest: The Earth, the Sky, the People (Tarleton State University
Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Culture in the American Southwest: The Earth, the Sky, the People (Tarleton
State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Pearl Young:

Why? Because this Culture in the American Southwest: The Earth, the Sky, the People (Tarleton State
University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Bernard Taylor:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Culture in the American Southwest: The
Earth, the Sky, the People (Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still doubt Culture in the American Southwest: The Earth, the Sky, the People
(Tarleton State University Southwestern Studies in the Humanities) as good book not simply by the cover
but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already



told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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