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In the Dublin of 1922 with Civil War about to break out, working class Annie Reilly is thrilled to win a
scholarship to Eccles Street Convent School. A little frozen out by her old friends, yet not wholly accepted
by all of her new classmates, she is pleased to be befriended by Susie O'Neill an easy-going girl from a much
more comfortable background. Through Susie's brother, Annie meets Peter Scanlon, a neighbour of the
O'Neill's and a pupil at Belvedere college. Having been radicalised by the execution of Kevin Barry, another
Belvedere pupil, Peter becomes involved with the rebels who oppose the Treaty with Britain, and who are in
conflict with the forces of the newly formed Irish Free State.

As families and friends across the nation are forced to choose sides, and with Peter's conservative parents
unaware of the dangerous role their son is adopting, Annie and Peter find their friendship coming under
strain.

Torn socially between her old friends and the exciting opportunities her new school presents, Annie is further
confused when fighting breaks out on the streets of the city, with Irishmen now fighting other Irishmen.
When Peter comes under suspicion from the police he asks Annie to cover for him. Reluctantly she provides
him with an alibi, knowing that this also places her at risk of arrest - and with it the loss of her vitally-
important scholarship.

While all of the friends try to enjoy normal life - engaging in after-school classes, sports and concerts - there
is no escaping the conflict that is rocking the country. Annie and Peter argue, but despite disagreeing with his
secret activities as a messenger for the Die Hards, Annie keeps his secret.

Annie's father, who drives a hackney that is often used by government officials, is targeted by the rebels, and
Annie is kidnapped at gunpoint to force her father to co-operate in an assassination bid. Knowing that both
sides have become increasingly brutal and ruthless, Peter is horrified when he learns of the danger that Annie
now faces.

Torn between his convictions and the debt that he owes to Annie, Peter has a stark choice to make. And
when he risks everything for his friend, Annie too has to struggle with loyalty and the notion of informing on
a friend, when other peoples' lives are in the balance.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Mason:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Taking Sides: A Boy.
A Girl. A Nation Torn Apart.? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have various other opinion?

April Little:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Taking Sides: A Boy. A
Girl. A Nation Torn Apart. is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Laurie Dunn:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Taking Sides: A Boy. A Girl. A Nation Torn
Apart. guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Taking Sides: A Boy. A Girl. A Nation Torn
Apart. as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break
don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Oliver Whitley:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This book Taking Sides: A Boy. A Girl. A Nation Torn Apart. was filled with regards
to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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