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The return of popular nineteenth-century short stories of the early American frontier “James Hall was part of
a literary scene in Cincinnati and in Illinois at the same time as Hawthorne and Irving were publishing short
stories in New York and Boston. Middle Westerners should be delighted to rediscover one of their earliest
masters of short fiction. Hall’s style has all the charm of his most talented peers and deftly employs the
techniques of sentimentality, irony, and physiognomy that were so popular at the time.” —Gordon Sayre,
University of Oregon “The Indian Hater” and Other Stories, by James Hall returns to print an important and
popular writer from an often-overlooked moment in American literary history. In the decades before the
Civil War, when readers and writers in both the United States and England thought about writing from the
American West they thought about James Hall (1793–1867) and his stories “The Indian Hater” and “Pete
Featherton.” Between 1828 and 1836, Hall wrote dozens of short stories in a wide variety of genres while
working as an editor, politician, and businessman, first in frontier Illinois and after 1833 in Cincinnati. Many
of his stories were immediately reprinted on both sides of the Atlantic and achieved success with both the
popular audience and the critics, despite their unorthodox treatment of the frontier. Born a younger son to a
prominent Philadelphia literary family, Hall first heard many of the stories that inspired his later fiction as a
lawyer and judge riding the circuit in 1820s Illinois. Describing more common subjects than the sweeping
narratives of James Fenimore Cooper or Francis Parkman, Hall’s stories depict complex cultural collisions
and exchanges: French settlers still populate his southern Illinois, and their more humane treatment of their
Indian neighbors is contrasted with that of the Anglo-Americans Hall saw flooding the region; his white men
are complicated and often corrupted, hardly confirmations of the myths of Daniel Boone or Cooper’s
Leatherstocking; his Indian characters are complex and humanized, unusual depictions in a moment of race-
based Manifest Destiny; and Hall’s West is simultaneously tragic, violent, comedic, and deeply conflicted.
James Hall was popular and important in his moment, and his stories embody very progressive sentiments.
His most famous story, “The Indian Hater,” is Hall’s fictionalization of a real-life settler who, to avenge
earlier attacks on his family, periodically hunted and murdered Indians at random. He wrote two versions of
this tale, both included in the current volume, the second of which ends with a successful interracial
marriage, a very controversial theme at the time. To read these stories is to rediscover an American frontier
too often left out of the history books, one rendered by the hands of a master prose stylist. The lack of quality
of nineteenth-century texts coupled with the growing interest in early American writers make “The Indian
Hater” and Other Stories, by James Hall an important addition to both U.S. history and literature.
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From reader reviews:

George Miller:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Indian Hater: and Other Stories By James
Hall as the daily resource information.

Nicole Floyd:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Indian Hater: and Other Stories By James Hall, it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Heather Bly:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Indian Hater: and Other Stories By James Hall can
make you sense more interested to read.

Charlotte Neville:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Indian Hater: and
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