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As recently as the 1970s, gay and lesbian history was a relatively unexplored field for serious scholars. The
past quarter century, however, has seen enormous growth in gay and lesbian studies. The literature is now
voluminous; it is also widely scattered and not always easily accessible. In Toward Stonewall, Nicholas
Edsall provides a much-needed synthesis, drawing upon both scholarly and popular writings to chart the
development of homosexual subcultures in the modern era and the uneasy place they have occupied in
Western society.

Edsall’s survey begins three hundred years ago in northwestern Europe, when homosexual subcultures
recognizably similar to those of our own era began to emerge, and it follows their surprisingly diverse paths
through the Enlightenment to the early nineteenth century. The book then turns to the Victorian era, tracing
the development of articulate and self-aware homosexual subcultures. With a greater sense of identity and
organization came new forms of resistance: this was the age that saw the persecution of Oscar Wilde, among
others, as well as the medical establishment’s labeling of homosexuality as a sign of degeneracy.

The book’s final section locates the foundations of present-day gay sub-cultures in a succession of twentieth-
century scenes and events—in pre-Nazi Germany, in the lesbian world of interwar Paris, in the law reforms
of 1960s England—culminating in the emergence of popular movements in the postwar United States.

Rather than examining these groups in isolation, the book considers them in their social contexts and as
comparable to other subordinate groups and minority movements. In the process, Toward Stonewall
illuminates not only the subcultures that are its primary subject but the larger societies from which they
emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Bynum:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the
Modern Western World. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important the book Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western
World. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Muriel Carpenter:

The book Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World to get your habit, you can get
a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Toward Stonewall:
Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ricardo Hayward:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern
Western World can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lisa Robinson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Toward Stonewall: Homosexuality and Society in the Modern Western World provide you with new



experience in studying a book.
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