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In the first four years of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War (1961-64), Hollywood did not dramatize the
current military conflict but rather romanticized earlier ones. Cartoons reflected only previous trends in U.S.
culture, and animators comically but patriotically remembered the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and
both World Wars. In the early years of military escalation in Vietnam, Hollywood was simply not ready to
illustrate America’s contemporary radicalism and race relations in live-action or animated films.

But this trend changed when US participation dramatically increased between 1965 and 1968. In the year of
the Tet Offensive and the killings of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Senator Robert Kennedy, the
violence of the Vietnam War era caught up with animators. This book discusses the evolution of U.S.
animation from militaristic and violent to liberal and pacifist and the role of the Vietnam War in this
development. The book chronologically documents theatrical and television cartoon studios’ changing
responses to U.S. participation in the Vietnam War between 1961 and 1973, using as evidence the array of
artistic commentary about the federal government, the armed forces, the draft, peace negotiations, the
counterculture movement, racial issues, and pacifism produced during this period. The study further reveals
the extent to which cartoon violence served as a barometer of national sentiment on Vietnam. When many
Americans supported the war in the 1960s, scenes of bombings and gunfire were prevalent in animated films.
As Americans began to favor withdrawal, militaristic images disappeared from the cartoon. Soon animated
cartoons would serve as enlightening artifacts of Vietnam War-era ideology. In addition to the assessment of
primary film materials, this book draws upon interviews with people involved in the production Vietnam-era
films. Film critics responding in their newspaper columns to the era’s innovative cartoon sociopolitical
commentary also serve as invaluable references. Three informative appendices contribute to the work.
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From reader reviews:

Archie Moriarty:

With other case, little folks like to read book American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of
Social Commentary in Films And Television Programs, 1961-1973. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book American
Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social Commentary in Films And Television Programs,
1961-1973. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's study.

Henrietta Roderick:

This American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social Commentary in Films And
Television Programs, 1961-1973 book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That American
Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social Commentary in Films And Television Programs,
1961-1973 without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social
Commentary in Films And Television Programs, 1961-1973 can bring whenever you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social Commentary in Films
And Television Programs, 1961-1973 having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Natalia Burton:

The experience that you get from American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social
Commentary in Films And Television Programs, 1961-1973 is a more deep you looking the information that
hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social Commentary in Films
And Television Programs, 1961-1973 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social Commentary in
Films And Television Programs, 1961-1973 instantly.



Gerald Velasco:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era: A Study of Social Commentary
in Films And Television Programs, 1961-1973 was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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