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Clash of Extremes takes on the reigning orthodoxy that the American Civil War was waged over high moral
principles. Marc Egnal contends that economics, more than any other factor, moved the country to war in
1861.

Drawing on a wealth of primary and secondary sources, Egnal shows that between 1820 and 1850, patterns
of trade and production drew the North and South together and allowed sectional leaders to broker a series of
compromises. After midcentury, however, all that changed as the rise of the Great Lakes economy reoriented
Northern trade along east-west lines. Meanwhile, in the South, soil exhaustion, concerns about the country's
westward expansion, and growing ties between the Upper South and the free states led many cotton planters
to contemplate secession. The war that ensued was truly a "clash of extremes."

Sweeping from the 1820s through Reconstruction and filled with colorful portraits of leading individuals,
Clash of Extremes emphasizes economics while giving careful consideration to social conflicts, ideology,
and the rise of the antislavery movement. The result is a bold reinterpretation that will challenge the way we
think about the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

The book Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Clash of Extremes:
The Economic Origins of the Civil War? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

James Donovan:

This Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the
Civil War can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Clash of
Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Albert Collins:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War.

Haley Thacker:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of
the Civil War to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open



a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Clash of Extremes: The Economic Origins of the Civil War
can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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