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Elusive Summits is the award winning first book by British mountaineer Victor Saunders, winner of the 1990
Boardman Tasker Prize for Mountain Literature. Documenting climbs in the 1980s, at a time when the
greatest mountains in the greatest ranges had been climbed by numerous routes, collected like sets of stamps
and written about extensively by the world's leading climbers, Saunders and his companions relished the
exploration of the thousands of peaks in the 6000 and 7000 metre range. These slightly humbler, but often
more aesthetically satisfying and no less testing summits of the Karakoram and the Himalaya, were ripe fruit
for the committed alpinists of the day. Saunders describes four lightweight expeditions to the Karakoram,
beginning with Uzum Brakk, or Conway's Ogre, which he visited in 1980. Along with his two climbing
companions, neither of whom he knew at all well, he discovered the serious nature of Karakoram glaciers,
and faced up to the violent weather that eventually beat them back on the summit ridge after they had
nominally completed their route. The trio interrupted their attempt on Uzum to perform a dramatic rescue of
two badly injured Japanese climbers on nearby Latok IV, and this contact led indirectly to Bojohaghur
Duanasir, one of the highest unclimbed mountains in Pakistan, which became the object of the North London
Mountaineering Club's attentions in 1982. Here, in the company of such friends and climbing partners as
Mick Fowler, the joy of new route finding on an unclimbed 7000-metre peak outweighed the perilous
bivouacs and torture by lightening. 1983 offered a rare chance to join Indian climbers on the front line of the
Indian-Pakistan border conflict across the Siachen Glacier. The pleasure of solving intricate technical
problems with Stephen Venables high above the firing line was brought to an abrupt end by a dropped
rucksack which caused an epic descent from just below the then unclimbed summit of Rimo. The fourth
expedition was an attempt on the stunning peak of Spantik. First glimpsed from Bojohaghur, this a mountain
whose awe-inspiring Golden Pillar, soaring 4000 feet to the summit ridge, demanded attention. Saunders'
ascent in 1987 with Mick Fowler, and subsequent pitch-by-grunt account, proved to be one of the most
exciting and difficult ascents of the decade by British alpinists. Saunders communicates the highs and lows
of expedition life with relish, good humour, honest trepidation and a keen eye for the idiosyncratic among his
companions. Elusive Summits is a wonderful celebration of the sheer exhilaration that comes from the
hardest level of alpine-style exploration in the Karakoram.
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From reader reviews:

James Robicheaux:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Elusive Summits: Four expeditions in the
Karakoram book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Nick McAllister:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
Elusive Summits: Four expeditions in the Karakoram.

Richard Brassell:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Elusive Summits: Four expeditions in the
Karakoram can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than
the others?

James Esparza:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Elusive Summits: Four expeditions in the Karakoram
or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Elusive Summits: Four expeditions in the Karakoram to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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