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The landmark Supreme Court decision in June 2015 legalizing the right to same-sex marriage marked a
major victory in gay and lesbian rights in the United States. Once subject to a patchwork of laws granting
legal status to same-sex couples in some states and not others, gay and lesbian Americans now enjoy full
legal status for their marriages wherever they travel or reside in the country. For many, the Supreme Court’s
ruling means that gay and lesbian citizens are one step closer to full equality with the rest of America.
 
In Fragmented Citizens, Stephen M. Engel contends that the present moment in gay and lesbian rights in
America is indeed one of considerable advancement and change—but that there is still much to be done in
shaping American institutions to recognize gays and lesbians as full citizens. With impressive scope and
fascinating examples, Engel traces the relationship between gay and lesbian individuals and the government
from the late nineteenth century through the present. Engel shows that gays and lesbians are more accurately
described as fragmented citizens. Despite the marriage ruling, Engel argues that LGBT Americans still do
not have full legal protections against workplace, housing, family, and other kinds of discrimination. There
remains a continuing struggle of the state to control the sexuality of gay and lesbian citizens—they continue
to be fragmented citizens.
 
Engel argues that understanding the development of the idea of gay and lesbian individuals as ‘less-than-
whole’ citizens can help us make sense of the government’s continued resistance to full equality despite
massive changes in public opinion. Furthermore, he argues that it was the state’s ability to identify and
control gay and lesbian citizens that allowed it to develop strong administrative capacities to manage all of
its citizens in matters of immigration, labor relations, and even national security. The struggle for gay and
lesbian rights, then, affected not only the lives of those seeking equality but also the very nature of American
governance itself.  Fragmented Citizens is a sweeping historical and political account of how our present-day
policy debates around citizenship and equality came to be.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

The actual book Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Marjorie Batchelder:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives.

Geraldine Dube:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay
and Lesbian Lives as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Katherine Clark:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a
book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this time book Fragmented Citizens: The Changing Landscape of Gay and Lesbian Lives. You can more
pleasing than now.
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