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Why do black characters appear so frequently in Asian American literary works and Asian characters appear
in African American literary works in the early twentieth century? Interracial Encounters attempts to answer
this rather straightforward literary question, arguing that scenes depicting Black-Asian interactions,
relationships, and conflicts capture the constitution of African American and Asian American identities as
each group struggled to negotiate the racially exclusionary nature of American identity.

In this nuanced study, Julia H. Lee argues that the diversity and ambiguity that characterize these textual
moments radically undermine the popular notion that the history of Afro-Asian relations can be reduced to a
monolithic, media-friendly narrative, whether of cooperation or antagonism. Drawing on works by Charles
Chesnutt, Wu Tingfang, Edith and Winnifred Eaton, Nella Larsen, W.E.B. Du Bois, and Younghill Kang,
Interracial Encounters foregrounds how these reciprocal representations emerged from the nation’s pervasive
pairing of the figure of the “Negro” and the “Asiatic” in oppositional, overlapping, or analogous
relationships within a wide variety of popular, scientific, legal, and cultural discourses. Historicizing these
interracial encounters within a national and global context highlights how multiple racial groups shaped the
narrative of race and national identity in the early twentieth century, as well as how early twentieth century
American literature emerged from that multiracial political context.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Bush:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Interracial Encounters: Reciprocal
Representations in African and Asian American Literatures, 1896-1937 (American Literatures Initiative) can
be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Theresa Gayle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Interracial Encounters: Reciprocal
Representations in African and Asian American Literatures, 1896-1937 (American Literatures Initiative)
publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Interracial Encounters: Reciprocal
Representations in African and Asian American Literatures, 1896-1937 (American Literatures Initiative) as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't judge
book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

David Miller:

Beside this specific Interracial Encounters: Reciprocal Representations in African and Asian American
Literatures, 1896-1937 (American Literatures Initiative) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Interracial Encounters: Reciprocal Representations in African and Asian American Literatures, 1896-
1937 (American Literatures Initiative) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from today!

Jeremy Reed:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Interracial Encounters: Reciprocal Representations in African and Asian American Literatures, 1896-1937



(American Literatures Initiative). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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