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Approximately 2,500 Anabaptists were martyred in sixteenth- and early seventeenth-century Europe. Their
surviving brethren compiled stories of those who suffered and died for the faith into martyr books. The most
historically and culturally significant of these, The Bloody Theater—more commonly known as Martyrs
Mirror—was assembled by the Dutch Mennonite minister Thieleman van Braght and published in 1660.
Today, next to the Bible, it is the single most important text to Anabaptists—Amish, Mennonites, and
Hutterites. In some Anabaptist communities, it is passed to new generations as a wedding or graduation gift.

David L. Weaver-Zercher combines the fascinating history of Martyrs Mirror with a detailed analysis of
Anabaptist life, religion, and martyrdom. He traces the publication, use, and dissemination of this key
martyrology across nearly four centuries and explains why it holds sacred status in contemporary Amish and
Mennonite households. Even today, the words and deeds of these martyred Christians are referenced in
sermons, Sunday school lessons, and history books.

Weaver-Zercher argues that Martyrs Mirror was designed to teach believers how to live a proper Christian
life. In van Braght’s view, accounts of the martyrs helped to remind readers of the things that mattered, thus
inspiring them to greater faithfulness. Martyrs Mirror remains a tool of revival, offering new life to the
communities and people who read it by revitalizing Anabaptist ideals and values. Meticulously researched
and illustrated with sketches from early publications of Martyrs Mirror, Weaver-Zercher’s ambitious history
weaves together the existing scholarship on this iconic text in an accessible and engaging way.
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Martyrs Mirror (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies). Try to face the book Martyrs Mirror (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies)
as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Kerry Diaz:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Martyrs Mirror (Young Center
Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kirk Fonseca:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Martyrs Mirror (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and
Pietist Studies) as the daily resource information.

Shellie Toy:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Martyrs Mirror (Young Center Books in Anabaptist and Pietist Studies) when you required it?
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