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Throughout US history, presidents have had vastly different reactions to naval incidents. Though some
incidents have been resolved diplomatically, others have escalated to outright war. What factors influence
the outcome of a naval incident, especially when calls for retribution mingle with recommendations for
restraint? Given the rise of long range anti-ship and anti-air missile systems, coupled with tensions in East
Asia, the Persian Gulf, and the Black and Baltic Seas, the question is more relevant than ever for US naval
diplomacy.

In Choosing War, Douglas Carl Peifer compares the ways in which different presidential administrations
have responded when American lives were lost at sea. He examines in depth three cases: the Maine incident
(1898), which led to war in the short term; the Lusitania crisis (1915), which set the trajectory for
intervention; and the Panay incident (1937), which was settled diplomatically. While evaluating Presidents
William McKinley, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt's responses to these incidents, Peifer
lucidly reflects on the options they had available and the policies they ultimately selected. The case studies
illuminate how leadership, memory, and shifting domestic policy shape presidential decisions, providing
significant insights into the connections between naval incidents, war, and their historical contexts. Rich in
dramatic narrative and historical perspective, Choosing War offers an essential tool for confronting future
naval crises.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Andrews:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Choosing War:
Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the
Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidentsis the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Mary Moore:

The e-book with title Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents has
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the item anywhere you want.

Juana Rummel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Choosing War: Presidential Decisions
in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents as good book
but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine
book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Omer Brown:

You can find this Choosing War: Presidential Decisions in the Maine, Lusitania, and Panay Incidents by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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