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The true and remarkable story of the English double agent who ended up playing for Spartak Moscow.

Like many working class children growing up in the war, the young Jim Riordan would fantasise his way out
of his devastated surroundings with dreams of Wembley and FA Cup glory for his local team, Portsmouth
FC. Spartak Moscow, the team he would end up playing for, wasn't even on his radar.

Taught Russian and trained as a spy in the same institution that nurtured the likes of Alan Bennett and
Michael Frayn, he was posted to Berlin as part of his National Service to listen in on Soviet military
communiqués. But, unbeknownst to his seniors, he began mixing with Russian servicemen, mostly through
informal kick-abouts, and the passion of these idealistic young men would cultivate his interest in Russian
culture, and especially communism, until it blossomed into a full grown love affair.

From the shambolic outfit that was the British Communist Party in the 50s, to Cold War Moscow at its
coldest, to his friendship with the Cambridge Five and meetings with Brezhnev and Gregarin, and his
eventual debut in front of 50,000 Spartak fans at the Lenin stadium. Comrade Jim is the remarkable true
story of the only Englishman to have played – and survived – Russian league football, told with grace,
humour and lashings of vodka.

An incredible journey of an ordinary man living through extraordinary times.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Collins:

The guide untitled Comrade Jim: The Spy Who Played for Spartak is the e-book that recommended to you to
read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Comrade Jim: The Spy Who Played for Spartak from the publisher
to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joni Harris:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Comrade Jim: The Spy Who Played
for Spartak guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Comrade Jim: The Spy Who Played for
Spartak as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break
don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Corrine Steinke:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Comrade Jim: The Spy Who Played for Spartak provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.

Christine Smith:

You may get this Comrade Jim: The Spy Who Played for Spartak by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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