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Condemned:Letters from Death Rowby "Ray" and Seán Ó Riain is a collection of letters between a former
Cork teacher and a death row inmate that develops into a unique friendship-one thatis in itself a subtle,
rallying cry against an American system that still honours the 3,000 year old adage "an eye for eye", serving
as a reminder that, as Gandhi observed, "An eye for an eye makes everyone blind".Ray has been convicted of
killing a man, a crime he committed as a young man and that he admits and regrets. For his crime, Ray's
sentence is death but what he seeks is not a pardon, or pity, or freedom. Simply, he hopes that his sentence
will be commuted to life imprisonment without parole. For most of us to hope for a future so bleak seems
unimaginable, but for Ray this is the focus of his appeals- a chance to live. Seán Ó Riain has been writing to
Ray for several years and, while Seán's careful letters are included, it is Ray's heartfelt depiction of death row
life that form the heart and soul of the book. Ray's letters are powerful in their understated descriptions of his
difficult life circumstances- from juvenile offender with addict parents and dependent siblings to his current
situation. The denied dreams, the unfulfilled desires, the loneliness, and the fear are all brought to
devastating reality in his simple words. The men's letters are framed by commentaries, facts, and case-studies
from the American death penalty system, clarifying the process of state sanctioned revenge in 36 of the US
states: a process directly in violation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. A process currently
viewed by 88% of American Criminologists and by most American police chiefs as the least effective
deterrent to violent crime- one that costs $114 million more annually than life imprisonment in one state
alone. Since the year 2000, almost 700 people have been executed in the 36 states that still enforcethe death
penalty in the US. InCondemned, after several years of writing to Ray, Ó Riain makes us question the
prevalence of the death sentence in the American legal system and asks- should any state punishthe death of
a citizen with more death?
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From reader reviews:

Adam Sea:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled
Condemned: Letters from Death Row? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Terry Tatum:

The book Condemned: Letters from Death Row make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Condemned: Letters from
Death Row being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-
book Condemned: Letters from Death Row. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Clark Palumbo:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book Condemned: Letters from Death Row seemed to be making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The book Condemned: Letters from Death Row is not only giving you much more new information
but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship together with the book Condemned: Letters from Death Row. You never feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ann David:

This Condemned: Letters from Death Row is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Condemned: Letters from Death Row
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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