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Winner of the Lincoln Prize. “Oakes brilliantly succeeds in [clarifying] the aims of the war with a wholly
new perspective.”—David Brion Davis, New York Review of Books

Freedom National is a groundbreaking history of emancipation that joins the political initiatives of Lincoln
and the Republicans in Congress with the courageous actions of Union soldiers and runaway slaves in the
South. It shatters the widespread conviction that the Civil War was first and foremost a war to restore the
Union and only gradually, when it became a military necessity, a war to end slavery. These two
aims—"Liberty and Union, one and inseparable"—were intertwined in Republican policy from the very start
of the war.

By summer 1861 the federal government invoked military authority to begin freeing slaves, immediately and
without slaveholder compensation, as they fled to Union lines in the disloyal South. In the loyal Border
States the Republicans tried coaxing officials into gradual abolition with promises of compensation and the
colonization abroad of freed blacks. James Oakes shows that Lincoln’s landmark 1863 proclamation marked
neither the beginning nor the end of emancipation: it triggered a more aggressive phase of military
emancipation, sending Union soldiers onto plantations to entice slaves away and enlist the men in the army.
But slavery proved deeply entrenched, with slaveholders determined to re-enslave freedmen left behind the
shifting Union lines. Lincoln feared that the war could end in Union victory with slavery still intact. The
Thirteenth Amendment that so succinctly abolished slavery was no formality: it was the final act in a saga of
immense war, social upheaval, and determined political leadership.

Fresh and compelling, this magisterial history offers a new understanding of the death of slavery and the
rebirth of a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Ostby:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Freedom National: The Destruction
of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865 is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Thomas Paine:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the book untitled Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-
1865: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865 can be great book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

David Swanson:

The book untitled Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865: The
Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865 contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Terry McConnell:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Freedom National: The Destruction of
Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States, 1861-1865 is
simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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