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Can a sports franchise "blackmail" a city into getting what it wants?a new stadium, say, or favorable leasing
terms?by threatening to relocate? In 1982, the owners of the Chicago White Sox pledged to keep the team in
Chicago if the city approved a $5-million tax-exempt bond to finance construction of luxury suites at
Comiskey Park. The city council approved it. A few years later, when Comiskey Park was in need of
renovation, the owners threatened to move the team to Florida unless a new stadium was built. A site was
chosen near the old stadium, property condemned, residents evicted, and a new stadium built. "We had to
make threats," the owners said. "If we didn't have the threat of moving, we wouldn't have gotten the deal."

"Sports is not a dominant industry in any city," writes Charles Euchner, "yet it receives the kind of attention
one might expect to be lavished on major producers and employers." In Playing the Field, Euchner looks at
why sports attracts this kind of attention and what that says about the urban political process. Examining the
relationships between Los Angeles and the Raiders, Baltimore and the Colts and the Orioles, and Chicago
and the White Sox, Euchner argues that, in the absence of public standards for equitable arbitration between
cities and teams, the sports industry has the ability to steer negotiations in a way that leaves cities vulnerable.

According to Euchner, this greater leverage of sports franchises is due, at least in part, to their overall
economic insignificance. Since the demands of a franchise do not directly affect many interest groups,
opponents of stadium projects have difficulty developing coalitions to oppose them. The result is that civic
leaders tend to succumb to the blackmail tactics of professional sports, rather than developing and supporting
sound economic policies.
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From reader reviews:

John McCraw:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Playing the Field: Why Sports Teams Move and Cities Fight to Keep
Them. Try to stumble through book Playing the Field: Why Sports Teams Move and Cities Fight to Keep
Them as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Jerri Montgomery:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need that Playing the Field: Why Sports Teams Move and Cities Fight to
Keep Them to read.

Mitchell Peed:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Playing the Field: Why Sports Teams Move and Cities Fight to Keep Them your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might
be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Playing the Field: Why Sports Teams Move and
Cities Fight to Keep Them giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Christopher Gonzalez:

You can obtain this Playing the Field: Why Sports Teams Move and Cities Fight to Keep Them by browse
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about



your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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