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In the popular imagination, slavery in the United States ended with Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation. The Proclamation may have been limited—freeing only slaves within Confederate states who
were able to make their way to Union lines—but it is nonetheless generally seen as the key moment, with
Lincoln’s leadership setting into motion a train of inevitable events that culminated in the passage of an
outright ban: the Thirteenth Amendment.

 

The real story, however, is much more complicated—and dramatic—than that. With Who Freed the Slaves?,
distinguished historian Leonard L. Richards tells the little-known story of the battle over the Thirteenth
Amendment, and of James Ashley, the unsung Ohio congressman who proposed the amendment and steered
it to passage. Taking readers to the floor of Congress and the back rooms where deals were made, Richards
brings to life the messy process of legislation—a process made all the more complicated by the bloody war
and the deep-rooted fear of black emancipation. We watch as Ashley proposes, fine-tunes, and pushes the
amendment even as Lincoln drags his feet, only coming aboard and providing crucial support at the last
minute. Even as emancipation became the law of the land, Richards shows, its opponents were already
regrouping, beginning what would become a decades-long—and largely successful—fight to limit the
amendment’s impact.

 

Who Freed the Slaves? is a masterwork of American history, presenting a surprising, nuanced portrayal of a
crucial moment for the nation, one whose effects are still being felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thompson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Who Freed the Slaves?:
The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Matthew Segal:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth
Amendment will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

John Enriquez:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the
Thirteenth Amendment can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lawrence Abbate:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary for
some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their interest. They just
do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Who Freed the Slaves?: The Fight over the Thirteenth Amendment can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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