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The Battle of Plataea in 479 BCE is one of world history's unjustly neglected events. It decisively ended the
threat of a Persian conquest of Greece. It involved tens of thousands of combatants, including the largest
number of Greeks ever brought together in a common cause. For the Spartans, the driving force behind the
Greek victory, the battle was sweet vengeance for their defeat at Thermopylae the year before. Why has this
pivotal battle been so overlooked?

In After Thermopylae, Paul Cartledge masterfully reopens one of the great puzzles of ancient Greece to
discover, as much as possible, what happened on the field of battle and, just as important, what happened to
its memory. Part of the answer to these questions, Cartledge argues, can be found in a little-known oath
reputedly sworn by the leaders of Athens, Sparta, and several other Greek city-states prior to the battle-the
Oath of Plataea. Through an analysis of this oath, Cartledge provides a wealth of insight into ancient Greek
culture. He shows, for example, that when the Athenians and Spartans were not fighting the Persians they
were fighting themselves, including a propaganda war for control of the memory of Greece's defeat of the
Persians. This helps explain why today we readily remember the Athenian-led victories at Marathon and
Salamis but not Sparta's victory at Plataea. Indeed, the Oath illuminates Greek anxieties over historical
memory and over the Athens-Sparta rivalry, which would erupt fifty years after Plataea in the Peloponnesian
War. In addition, because the Oath was ultimately a religious document, Cartledge also uses it to highlight
the profound role of religion and myth in ancient Greek life. With compelling and eye-opening detective
work, After Thermopylae provides a long-overdue history of the Battle of Plataea and a rich portrait of the
Greek ethos during one of the most critical periods in ancient history.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the After Thermopylae:
The Oath of Plataea and the End of the Graeco-Persian Wars (Emblems of Antiquity) is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Terrance Hutchins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this After Thermopylae: The Oath of Plataea
and the End of the Graeco-Persian Wars (Emblems of Antiquity) reserve written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question After Thermopylae: The Oath of Plataea and the End of the Graeco-Persian
Wars (Emblems of Antiquity) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book
that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Victor Smith:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on
the bed? Do you need something new? This After Thermopylae: The Oath of Plataea and the End of the
Graeco-Persian Wars (Emblems of Antiquity) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Marie Miles:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book After Thermopylae: The Oath of Plataea
and the End of the Graeco-Persian Wars (Emblems of Antiquity) to make your reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the book After Thermopylae: The Oath of Plataea
and the End of the Graeco-Persian Wars (Emblems of Antiquity) can to be your friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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