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The Bell System dominated telecommunications in the United States and Canada for most of the twentieth
century, but its monopoly was not inevitable. In the decades around 1900, ordinary citizens—farmers,
doctors, small-town entrepreneurs—established tens of thousands of independent telephone systems,
stringing their own wires to bring this new technology to the people. Managed by opportunists and idealists
alike, these small businesses were motivated not only by profit but also by the promise of open
communication as a weapon against monopoly capital and for protection of regional autonomy. As the Bell
empire grew, independents fought fiercely to retain control of their local networks and companies—a
struggle with an emerging corporate giant that has been almost entirely forgotten.

The People's Network reconstructs the story of the telephone's contentious beginnings, exploring the
interplay of political economy, business strategy, and social practice in the creation of modern North
American telecommunications. Drawing from government documents in the United States and Canada,
independent telephone journals and publications, and the archives of regional Bell operating companies and
their rivals, Robert MacDougall locates the national debates over the meaning, use, and organization of the
telephone industry as a turning point in the history of information networks. The competing businesses
represented dueling political philosophies: regional versus national identity and local versus centralized
power. Although independent telephone companies did not win their fight with big business, they
fundamentally changed the way telecommunications were conceived.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Crites:

Here thing why that The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age
(American Business, Politics, and Society) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American
Business, Politics, and Society) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no book that similar with The People's Network: The Political Economy of the
Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train.
In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The People's Network:
The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society) in e-
book can be your alternate.

Steven Purdy:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The People's Network:
The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society) that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the
Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society) become your personal starter.

Helen Rios:

This The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business,
Politics, and Society) is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The People's Network: The Political Economy of
the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society) can be the light food for you
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading
a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.



Charlie Seymour:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The People's Network: The Political Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age
(American Business, Politics, and Society) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The People's Network: The Political
Economy of the Telephone in the Gilded Age (American Business, Politics, and Society). You can more
appealing than now.
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