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What can homespun cloth, stuffed birds, quince jelly, and ginseng reveal about the formation of early
American national identity? In this wide-ranging and bold new interpretation of American history and its
Founding Fathers, Kariann Akemi Yokota shows that political independence from Britain fueled anxieties
among the Americans about their cultural inferiority and continuing dependence on the mother country.
Caught between their desire to emulate the mother country and an awareness that they lived an ocean away
on the periphery of the known world, they went to great lengths to convince themselves and others of their
refinement. Taking a transnational approach to American history, Yokota examines a wealth of evidence
from geography, the decorative arts, intellectual history, science, and technology to underscore that the
process of "unbecoming British" was not an easy one. Indeed, the new nation struggled to define itself
economically, politically, and culturally in what could be called America's postcolonial period. Out of this
confusion of hope and exploitation, insecurity and vision, a uniquely American identity emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Trey Olivas:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Unbecoming British: How
Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial Nation is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Janette Collins:

The experience that you get from Unbecoming British: How Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial
Nation is a more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Unbecoming British: How
Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial Nation giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this particular Unbecoming British: How Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial Nation instantly.

Kelly Livingston:

Unbecoming British: How Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial Nation can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in
writing Unbecoming British: How Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial Nation nevertheless
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.

Terry Pullen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Unbecoming British: How
Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial Nation can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Unbecoming British: How Revolutionary America Became a Postcolonial Nation.
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