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This is a story of ever-expanding presidential powers in an age of unwinnable wars. Harry Truman and
Korea, Lyndon Johnson and Vietnam, George W. Bush and Iraq: three presidents, three ever broader
interpretations of the commander in chief clause of the Constitution, three unwinnable wars, and three
presidential secrets. Award-winning presidential biographer and military historian Geoffrey Perret places
these men and events in the larger context of the post-World War II world to establish their collective legacy:
a presidency so powerful it undermines the checks and balances built into the Constitution, thereby creating a
permanent threat to the Constitution itself.

In choosing to fight in Korea, Vietnam, and Iraq, Truman, Johnson, and Bush alike took counsel of their
fears, ignored the advice of the professional military and major allies, and were influenced by facts kept from
public view. Convinced that an ever-more powerful commander in chief was the key to victory, they misread
the moment. Since World War II wars have become tests of stamina rather than strength, and more likely
than not they sow the seeds of future wars. Yet recent American presidents have chosen to place their
country in the forefront of fighting them. In the course of doing so, however, they gave away the secret of
American power—for all its might, the United States can be defeated by chaos and anarchy.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Oyler:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Commander
in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future is
kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Leroy Mallett:

This Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to
America's Future are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of
this Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat to
America's Future can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a
Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Carlton Little:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a Presidential Power into a Threat
to America's Future will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

James Cummings:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Commander in Chief: How Truman, Johnson, and Bush Turned a
Presidential Power into a Threat to America's Future. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get



you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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