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For six hundred years, the nations of Europe and North America have periodically attempted to coerce,
invade, or conquer other societies. They have relied on their superior technology to do so, yet these
technologies have not always guaranteed success. Power over Peoples examines Western imperialism's
complex relationship with technology, from the first Portuguese ships that ventured down the coast of Africa
in the 1430s to America's conflicts in the Middle East today.

Why did the sailing vessels that gave the Portuguese a century-long advantage in the Indian Ocean fail to
overcome Muslim galleys in the Red Sea? Why were the same weapons and methods that the Spanish used
to conquer Mexico and Peru ineffective in Chile and Africa? Why didn't America's overwhelming air power
assure success in Iraq and Afghanistan? In Power over Peoples, Daniel Headrick traces the evolution of
Western technologies--from muskets and galleons to jet planes and smart bombs--and sheds light on the
environmental and social factors that have brought victory in some cases and unforeseen defeat in others. He
shows how superior technology translates into greater power over nature and sometimes even other peoples,
yet how technological superiority is no guarantee of success in imperialist ventures--because the technology
only delivers results in a specific environment, or because the society being attacked responds in unexpected
ways.

Breathtaking in scope, Power over Peoples is a revealing history of technological innovation, its promise and
limitations, and its central role in the rise and fall of empire.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Whitney:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments,
and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) had
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The guide Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western
Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Power over Peoples:
Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History
of the Western World). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Linda Shell:

The particular book Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the
Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Amanda Lara:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Power over Peoples:
Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History
of the Western World) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
can pick Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present
(The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) become your own starter.

Pam Boyd:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and
Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) to make
your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading.



Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the
e-book Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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