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Focusing on the intersection of Christianity and politics in the American penitentiary system, Jennifer Graber
explores evangelical Protestants' efforts to make religion central to emerging practices and philosophies of
prison discipline from the 1790s through the 1850s.

Initially, state and prison officials welcomed Protestant reformers' and ministers' recommendations,
particularly their ideas about inmate suffering and redemption. Over time, however, officials proved less
receptive to the reformers' activities, and inmates also opposed them. Ensuing debates between reformers,
officials, and inmates revealed deep disagreements over religion's place in prisons and in the wider public
sphere as the separation of church and state took hold and the nation's religious environment became more
diverse and competitive. Examining the innovative New York prison system, Graber shows how Protestant
reformers failed to realize their dreams of large-scale inmate conversion or of prisons that reflected their
values. To keep a foothold in prisons, reformers were forced to relinquish their Protestant terminology and
practices and instead to adopt secular ideas about American morals, virtues, and citizenship. Graber argues
that, by revising their original understanding of prisoner suffering and redemption, reformers learned to see
inmates' afflictions not as a necessary prelude to a sinner's experience of grace but as the required
punishment for breaking the new nation's laws.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Nault:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Furnace of
Affliction: Prisons and Religion in Antebellum America. All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Bertram Staten:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Furnace of Affliction:
Prisons and Religion in Antebellum America is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Nicholas Mishler:

Beside that The Furnace of Affliction: Prisons and Religion in Antebellum America in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have The Furnace of Affliction: Prisons and Religion in Antebellum America because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read
it from currently!

James Cooper:

You may get this The Furnace of Affliction: Prisons and Religion in Antebellum America by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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