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Kaibara Ekken (1630-1714) was a prominent Japanese scholar who spread Neo-Confucian ideas and moral
teachings throughout Japan. He was also known as the "Aristotle of Japan" for his studies of the natural
world. Of his many writings, The Record of Great Doubts is the culmination of a lifetime of seeking a
unified view of humans and nature. The text represents one of the central reflections in East Asian thought
on the significance of qi ch'i, the material force coursing through all life, and is available here for the first
time in English with a comprehensive introduction situating Ekken within the currents of his time and within
the larger debates of Neo-Confucianism in East Asia.

The Record of Great Doubts emphasizes the role of qi in achieving a life of engagement with other humans,
with the larger society, and with nature as a whole. Rather than encourage transcendental escapism or
quietism, Ekken articulates a philosophy of material force as a basis of living a life of commitment to the
world. In this spirit, moral cultivation is not an isolated or a self-centered preoccupation, but an activity that
occurs within the dynamic forces of nature and amid the rigorous demands of society. In this context, a
vitalism of qi is an emergent force, not only providing the philosophical grounding for this vibrant
interaction but also giving a basis for an investigation of the natural world that plumbs the principle within
things. Ekken thus aimed to articulate a creative and dynamic milieu for moral education, political harmony,
social coherence, and agricultural sustainability.

The Record of Great Doubts embodies Ekken's profound commitment to Confucian ideas and practices as a
method for establishing an integrative ethical vision, one he hoped would guide Japan through a new period
of peace and stability. A major philosophical treatise in the Japanese Neo-Confucian tradition, The Record of
Great Doubts illuminates a crucial chapter in East Asian intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Maples:

The book The Philosophy of Qi: The Record of Great Doubts (Translations from the Asian Classics) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very
important thing like a book The Philosophy of Qi: The Record of Great Doubts (Translations from the Asian
Classics)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Philosophy of Qi:
The Record of Great Doubts (Translations from the Asian Classics) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it
is very wonderful.

Esther Price:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Philosophy of Qi: The
Record of Great Doubts (Translations from the Asian Classics) book as starter and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Gena Colgan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The The Philosophy of Qi: The Record of Great Doubts (Translations from the Asian Classics) will give you
a new experience in reading a book.

Ernest Nunez:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Philosophy of Qi: The Record of Great Doubts
(Translations from the Asian Classics) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these guides have than the others?
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